
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Dear Family and Friends,  

As your new pastor, let me offer my sincere greetings.  It is a 
privilege to be your new pastor and Rhonda and I are very 

excited about this new chapter in our lives.   We cannot wait 
to meet each of you, and we so look forward to what God has 

instore for all of us. Our time here already has been full of 
neat surprises as we have begun to work together with you 
in our Lord’s ministry at Wytheville Presbyterian. 

It is a further blessing to be arriving during this particular 
time of the year. The advent season is in many ways my 
favorite season of the year as we celebrate the arrival of our 

Lord and Savior. It is truly a special way to begin our time 
with you.  

As we begin our time with you, we do so fully aware that the 
COVID-19 pandemic is still among us and in our midst. 
Although we recognize and respect the seriousness of this 

pandemic, we will press on and find ways to safely worship 
our God, gather as a community of faith and live out the 

gospel in our community and in our world.  

Furthermore, as we view this period in the life of this church, 
may we celebrate what God has done thus far in and through 

Wytheville Presbyterian. May we also forge ahead with a spirit 
of hope, believing in what God will continue to do as we 
partner together in the ministry of this church and in service 

to our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor John 
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  December  2020 

Wytheville Presbyterian Church  
285 Church Street 

Wytheville, VA 24382 

Phone: (276)228-4715 
Email: 

wpchurch@embarqmail.com 

wythevillepresbyterianchurch.org 

Office Hours:  
Monday - Friday 
9:00am - 2:00pm 

    Rev. Dr. John Langham, Pastor 
    Jim Gearhart, Clerk of Session 
    Becky Absher, Music Director 
   Wendy Morrison, Office Mgr. 
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* * * * * * 
Session Digest: 

The Session met for its Stated 
NOVEMBER Meeting on the 29th in 

Hatcher Hall using Socially Distancing: 
 
Pastoral Concerns:  Ruth Absher, Kitty 

Baird, Sarah Bates, Kelsey & Chris 
Baugher, Pastor Bob Button, Shirley & 
Joe Cavender, Ruth Anne Chitwood, Eural 

Clippard, Jared Crigger, Karen Cundiff, 
Colleen Dunford, Delores Durham, Mimi 

Friedman, Nonia Gamble, June Helton, 
Carola Hider & Brent Hider, Art & Betty 
Inman, Dick Martel, John and Betty 

Matheny, Charlie Madden, David & Ida 
McElroy, Katherine Minton, Marsha Otey, 

Susan & Bill Pollard, Nancy Scott, Roger 
Shepherd, Louella Williams, Millie Wilson. 
 

Motions Approved by the Session: 
  

1 – The Session approved that through 
December, Church Services will again be 

conducted at 10AM in the Sanctuary with 
a Nursery being provided. The Hatcher 

Hall will be open for those who prefer not 
to sing.  The Drive-in Service in the 
parking lot will also be provided. The 

Choir will provide a hymn leader during 
worship.  As information; A contactless 
Temperature Gauge and extra facemasks 

will be available in the Narthex. Those 
attending in the building are reminded to 

restore their facemasks and to socially 
distance as they depart through the 
narthex. Session will continue to review 

worship plans at the Stated December 
Meeting going forward.  

2 – The Session received and approved the 
favorable annual Audit provided by Zella 
Dillon.  The work of Wendy Morrison to 

keep our financial affairs in proper order 
is greatly appreciated. 
3 -   The Session approved the 

reappointment of Charles Crockett with 
the Church’s thanks to be the Church 

Treasurer for 2021.        

4 – Facility Requests approved by Session 
November 30 – Book Club of 6 will use the 

Fellowship Hall. 
5 - The Session approved the slate of the 

Nominating Committee for 2021.  Andy 
Cundiff is nominated for Chair.  Marsha 
Boone & Jerry Morrison are nominated for 

committee members.   
6 - The Session approved calling the 
Annual Congregational Meeting on 

January 10, 2021 for 3 purposes.  1 – 
Approve the Terms of Call of the Minister. 

2 – Receive the 2021 Budget. 3 – Vote on        
the 2021 Nominating Committee.  
7 – The Session approved the Installation 

Ceremony during worship on January 10, 
2021 of Elders in the Class of 2023 (Hal 

Absher, Linda DiYorio, and Gail Kendrick). 
8 - The Session approved Jim Gearhart to 
be Clerk of Session for 2021. Sarah 

Angliker will be the Assistant Clerk 
9 - The Session approved the Chairs of the 
Session Committees for 2021 

       Budget & Finance – Hal Absher 
       Christian Education – Sarah Angliker 

       Congregational Care – Kym Dunford 
       Evangelism & Church Growth – Jane 
Lacy 

       Fellowship - Judy Crouse w/Jim 
Gearhart as liaison to the Session 
       Missions – Lisa Moore 

       Personnel – Andy Cundiff 
       Property – Gail Kendrick 

       Stewardship – Jim Gearhart 
       Worship – Linda DiYorio 
10 - The Session approved Linda DiYorio 

for 2021 Commissioner to the Abingdon 
Presbytery.  Andy Cundiff will be the 

alternate.  
 

Events: Summary 
December 6, 2020 – 2nd Sunday of Advent 
– Holy Communion observed 

December 13, 2020 – 3rd Sunday of Advent 
December 13, 2020 – Stated Session 

Meeting 1:30PM 
December 13, 2020 – Albert Newberry 
Christmas Piano Concert 4PM 

December 18, 2020 – Salvation Army Bell 
Ringing by WPC Members at Walmart 
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December 20, 2020 – 4th Sunday of Advent 
December 24, 2020 – Christmas Eve 5PM 

Service 
December 25, 2020 - Christmas Day 

December 31, 2020 - New Year’s Eve 
 

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and 
God Bless our Church! 
 

Submitted for the Session by Jim 
Gearhart, Clerk of Session 
 

* * * * * * 
 
Presbyterian Women’s Meeting: 

PW Circle 1 will meet on Monday, 
December 7 at 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall.  Social Distancing will be practiced.   

Circle 3 will meet that evening at 7:00 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  We will also 

be practicing social distancing. 
The Third lesson in the book, Into the Light 
for both circles.  

The Thank offering will be received at this 
meeting.  We will not have a special 

meeting.  The Bible verse that is the center 
of this year’s Thank Offering is  
 

Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God.  And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.  Philippians 4: 6-7 

 
Let us give thanks to God for one another 
as this year is not like any we have seen 

before! 
* * * * * * 

5 Cents a Meal:  
Please remember the 5 cents a meal 

offering on December 20. You may bring it 
to the church, or mail it in with your 
pledge.  Please make a separate check.  

* * * * * * 
 

 

Newsletter & Office Information:   

Information for the January newsletter 

needs to be in the church office by 
Tuesday, December 22. 

* * * * * * 

Stewardship Message: 
December is a very good time of the year 

when we are excited about celebrating the 
birth of our Lord.  Our church has many 
things to be thankful for this year.  The 

biggest thing is our new pastor, his lovely 
wife, and, of course, his puppy.  We are so 

fortunate to have them.  We are looking 
forward to many years of growth and 
happy times with them. 
 

We want to thank members of our church 

for their hard work and dedication in 
keeping it open and functioning during the 

pandemic.  Even though this has been a 
very troubling and hard year, our 
members have always met the needs of 

our church.  If ever there were a time in 
our lives that we needed our God, it is 
now. 
 

We wish all of you a very Merry Christmas 
and a healthy New Year. 
 

The Stewardship Committee 
* * * * * * 

Angel Tree:   
This Christmas our church will support 

local families through our association with 
AngelTree.org, a national prison fellowship 
that serves incarcerated parents by 

providing a pathway for strengthening and 
restoring their relationships with their 

children and families. Prison chaplains 
provide names of prisoners and their 
families to AngelTree.org who, in -turn 

passes information on to local churches. 
Prisoners give suggestions for a gift to be 

purchased for their children. Churches 
purchase the gifts and provide them to the 
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children in the name of the incarcerated 
parent. We are supporting three Wythe 

County families this year. This includes 
three parents and five children – all little 

girls under the age of six. In addition to 
providing a gift to each child from their 
incarcerated parent, we are providing gifts 

for the local parent to give to their children 
as well. Also, we are offering a gift to each 
local parent along with a food basket. 

The pandemic causes us to be creative 
with how the Angel “Tree” will take place 

this year. Beginning November 29th, 
Angels specifying wishes for each child 
and parent will be attached to a draped 

ribbon in the back of the Sanctuary. Also, 
Angels will be on an easel and decorated 

corkboard in the parking lot for those 
choosing to worship outside of the 
Sanctuary. All gifts need to be returned to 

the Church UNWRAPPED by December 
13th. If you would like to participate but 
are unable to be present to choose an 

Angel, call the Church Office and we will 
choose an Angel for you. 

Gifts will be given to families in mid-
December. At that time, we will share with 
them a message of love and the Good 

News about Jesus. Each parent will have 
the opportunity to receive and Adventure 
Bible for young readers. A Christmas card 

will be sent to each prisoner from our 
Church. It has been a pleasure to 

communicate with these families who are 
so grateful for the love and support of our 
Church. They are all working hard to meet 

the many challenges they face.   
 

Mission Committee 
* * * * * * 

Christmas Concert:   
 
Sunday, December 13 at 4:00 p.m. we are 

privileged to be able to hear in concert the 
following artists: (Masks and Social 
Distancing in the Sanctuary required) 
 

Casey Lewis is a singer/songwriter and 
guitarist from Rocky Gap, Virginia. He 

started playing guitar at the age of five. He 
has toured a large portion of the United 

States and is a former member of the 
rising bluegrass band Cane Mill Road. He 
currently works as a music teacher with 

the program Junior Appalachian 
Musicians (JAMS). His musical influences 
cover genres such as bluegrass, blues, 

country, gospel, rock and jazz. He has a 
strong passion for music and is grateful 

for an opportunity to play for any crowd 
no matter how big or small. 
 

Albert Newberry is a pianist and composer 
from Bland, Virginia. He started playing 

piano at the age of eight. He has worked 
with many renowned musicians and has 

played in prestigious venues across the 
country and abroad. He currently studies 
classical music at the Mannes School of 

Music in New York, plays and studies jazz 
music on the side, and also serves as a 
church pianist. His repertoire includes 

classical, jazz, folk, and his original 
compositions which blend genres. He loves 

performing and having the opportunity to 
share his passion for music with others. 
Thank you, 

Albert Newberry 
* * * * * * 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing: 
Our church has agreed to ring the 

Salvation Army Bell at Walmart on Friday, 
December 18 from 4:30 – 8:00 p.m. in 45 
minute increments.  If you are interested 

in helping with this project, please sign up 
on the sheet in Hatcher Hall. 
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