
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Greetings Members and Friends,  

One of the most needed things we all face in life is the need 
for second chances.   In the baseball, players often get more 
than one appearance at the plate.  If we make a bad grade in 
school, we get another opportunity to make a better grade. As 
children or as adults, if we make a mistake at home, we get 
another chance to improve our behavior. 

  

Furthermore, each year as we face a new year, we get the 
opportunity to put the past behind and enter into a new year 
with optimism and hope. This year, we can all relate to 
putting 2020 behind us and looking forward to better things 
in 2021.  

  

Very much in the same way, as we all look for second 
chances in our lives in whatever way we need, the real hope 
that we have is that when it comes to our relationship with 
God, our God is without a doubt a God of second chances.   
In fact, our God is not only a God of second chances, but 
third, fourth and even beyond.  

 

We read from Lamentations 3:21-23, “But this I call to mind, 
and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of 
the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” 

 

This is a great reminder that even when we fall short of who 
God has called us to be, God is faithful even when we are not 
faithful, and God is always ready to redeem us and offer 
another chance.  

 

Grace & Peace,    

Pastor John  
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* * * * * * 
Session Digest: 

The Session met for its Stated December 
Meeting on the 13th in Hatcher Hall using 

Socially Distancing: Pastoral Concerns: 
Ruth Absher, Kitty Baird, Kelsey & Chris 
Baugher, Joann Cannoy, Shirley & Joe 

Cavender, Ruth Anne Chitwood, Eural 
Clippard, Jared Crigger, Karen Cundiff, 
Colleen Dunford, Delores Durham, Mimi 

Friedman, Nonia Gamble, June Helton, 
Carola Hider & Brent Hider, Art & Betty 

Inman, Dick Martel, John and Betty 
Matheny, Charlie Madden, Dick Martel, 
David & Ida McElroy, Katherine Minton, 

Marsha Otey, Susan & Bill Pollard, Nancy 
Scott, Roger Shepherd, Dana Smith, 

Louella Williams, Millie Wilson. Motions 
Approved by the Session: 1 – The Session 
approved that through January, Church 

Services will be conducted at 10AM in the 
Sanctuary with a Nursery being provided. 
The Hatcher Hall will be open for those 

who prefer not to sing but want to get out 
of the cold. The Drive-in Service in the 

parking lot will also be provided. The 
Choir will provide a hymn leader during 
worship. Those attending in the building 

are reminded to wear their facemasks and 
to socially distance as they enter and 
depart through the narthex and Hatcher 

Hall entrance. Session will continue to 
review worship plans at the monthly 

Stated Meetings going forward. 2 – The 
Session offered its thanks and 
appreciation to out going Elders, Kat 

McCoy and Stan Martin, for their service 
during the last 6 years. 3 - The Session 

accepted the Monthly Report from the 
Finance Committee 4 – The Session 
approved the Operating Budget for 2021 

submitted by the Finance Committee. A 
report will be furnished to the 
Congregation at the Annual 

Congregational Meeting on January 10, 
2021. 5 - The Session approved referring a 

designated donation received by the 
Church to the Trustees for appropriate 
action. January Events: Summary 

January 1, 2021 - New Year’s Day 
January 3, 2021 - Holy Communion 

January 10, 2021 - Installation of Elder 
Class of 2023 during Worship ( Hal 

Absher, Linda DiYorio, Gail Kendrick) 
January 10, 2021 - Annual 
Congregational Meeting following Church 

for 3 purposes; 1- Approve the Terms of 
Call for the Minister. 2 - Report to the 
Congregation concerning the 2021 

Operating Budget. 3 - Elect the 
Nominating Committee for the Class of 

2021.  
January 14, 2021 - Stated Meeting of 
Abingdon Presbytery via Zoom  

January 18, 2021 – Martin Luther King 
day – Office Closed 

January 24, 2021 - January Stated 
Session Meeting God  
 

Bless our Church and all of you in 2021! 
Submitted for the Session by Jim 
Gearhart, Clerk of Session 
 

* * * * * * 

 
To the Wytheville Presbyterian Church: 
 

I hope this finds you well and you had a 

nice Thanksgiving. I am reaching out on 
behalf of Angel Tree to thank Wytheville 
Presbyterian Church for serving the 

families of the incarcerated in your 
community this Christmas.  We also 

reached out to your church coordinator, 
Mrs. Lisa Moore. We understand this is a 
busy time of year and we sincerely hope 

that all is well.  We have your leadership, 
congregants, and community in our 

prayers. Please let me know if you have 
any questions I can assist you with.   
 

Thank you, again, for all you are doing to 
serve the kids through Angel Tree 

Christmas. We pray that the Lord will use 
this ministry to connect children and their 

caregivers to your church community. 
 

In His Service, 
Michelle 

* * * * * * 
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Presbyterian Women’s Meeting: 
PW Circle 1 will meet on Monday, January 

4 at 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Social 
Distancing will be practiced.  
1 Marsha Boone, 2 Susan Pollard 3 Sarah Angliker  

Circle 3 will meet that evening at 7:00 

p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  We will also 
be practicing social distancing. 
The Fourth lesson in the book, Into the 
Light for both circles.  

* * * * * * 

5 Cents a Meal:  
Please remember the 5 cents a meal 

offering on January 17. You may bring it 
to the church, or mail it in with your 

pledge.  Please make a separate check.  
* * * * * * 

 

 

Newsletter & Office Information:   

Information for the February newsletter 
needs to be in the church office by 

Monday, January 25. 

* * * * * * 

Stewardship Message: 

GRATITUDE - AN IMPORTANT PART OF 
STEWARDSHIP The Christian life is 
shaped by gratitude - gratitude for the 

grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit. It is by God’s grace that we receive 
the gift of our own lives, and so we are 
called to shape the whole of our lives by 

our grateful response. Gratitude for all of 
life may be a way to broaden and deepen 

our understanding and our use of the gifts 
God has given us. The Apostle Paul’s 
letters often begin with expressions of 

gratitude. - To the churches in Rome: “I 
thank my God through Jesus Christ for all 
of you, because your faith is proclaimed in 

all the world.” - To the Corinthians: “ I give 
thanks to God always for you because of 

the grace of God which was given you in 
Christ Jesus, that in every way you were 

enriched in him with all speech and 
knowledge….” - To the saints in Philippi: “I 

thank my God in all my remembrance of 
you…thankful for your partnership in the 

gospel from the first day until now.” - To 
Colossae: “We always thank God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we 

pray for you because we have heard of 
your faith in Christ Jesus and the love you 
have for all the saints.” - To the church of 

Thessalonians: “We give thanks to God 
always for you all…remembering before for 

our God and Father your work of faith and 
labor of love and steadfastness of hope…” 
In the spirit and hope of a New Year, let’s 

be thankful and grateful for all that we 
have and for those who love and support 

us. Our resolution should be to use our 
gifts and treasures for others.  
 

Happy New Year from the Stewardship 
Committee 

* * * * * * 
Guess Who is Behind the Mask: 

1.      2.     

3.    
 

Answers somewhere in the newsletter! 
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