
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk: 

This certainly has been a unique Spring.  Many years from 

now, when most of us are a lot older, we will sit around and 

reminisce about the year 2020.   We’ll hear ourselves 

saying:  “Do you remember the Corona 19 virus?  Can you 

imagine that we actually wore masks and shut down church 

for six months?” 

Well, folks, I don’t think it will be six months, but it has 

already been 10 weeks already and The Session is making a 

decision on how we can resume worship in the sanctuary in 

June.   One good suggestion has been that when we do 

begin using the sanctuary again, that we spread out and 

make sure that we sit all over the sanctuary.  Makes me 

want to chuckle:  some of our pews that haven’t been used 

for a long time will finally get used, especially the ones down 

front!   Another suggestion has been that we will continue to 

set up the parking lot with the speakers and those families 

that are still not sure about being safe in the sanctuary can 

continue to come and worship in their cars.   We might even 

put one of our new TV screens out there so they can 

actually see the service.   I think we can work this out 

without much difficulty.  The goal is to get as many folks as 

possible involved in worship.  I’d be willing to bet that we 

could even send the worship out over our Facebook page so 

folks shut in at home could join in.   

Isn’t it interesting, under normal conditions we wouldn’t 

even consider making changes in our worship.   Normally 

we don’t like change.  We always sing three hymns in 

worship.   We always sing the Gloria, and the Doxology 

following the offering.   Then something happens.  The ball 

game changes.  And in order to maintain our program, we 

find ways to accommodate changes.   We worship in our 

cars in the parking lot and sing fewer hymns and shorten 

our sermon.  The important thing is that we feel the joy of 

being together as a congregation.  Oh, so we can’t get out of 

our cars and hug each other, but we can wave and shout 

greetings.  We feel like a congregation again,   and singing 

only two hymns hasn’t destroyed our sense of praise and 

worship.  Who would have ever thought that changes would 

be so joyously received.   Perhaps when we do get back in 

the sanctuary we can consider some of the changes as 

ongoing changes which have strengthened our fellowship.   

Another thought that has come to my mind over the past 

few weeks:   None of us knew back in July when I began 
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the sanctuary we can consider some of the 

changes as ongoing changes which have 
strengthened our fellowship.   

Another thought that has come to my 
mind over the past few weeks:   None of us 
knew back in July when I began this 

Interim Ministry what we would be facing 
six or seven months down the road.  But 

here we are working through it together.  
I’ve seen a lot in 53 years of ministry, but 
never a pandemic that forced us to 

suspend worship.   So, did God know we 
would be facing a crisis?   Did God send 
me here so that we could be partners 

together in this crisis?  What did God 
know?  Well, God knows everything.  But 

God doesn’t cause everything.  Some 
things are the outworking of the natural 
order which God created in the beginning.  

Back in the beginning, when God created 
the earth and all therein, God established 

the natural order of things.  Sometimes 
that natural order goes a little haywire, 
but God knew that no matter what 

challenge arises, His stewards could, with 
His help, meet the challenge… as long as 
we maintain the Faith.  So, I have to 

believe that God sent me to Wytheville 
Presbyterian with the expressed purpose 

of walking through this Interim period 
with you,  and that included a pandemic, 
or anything else that could arise.   Could 

there be something else?  Something even 
more traumatic for the community and the 

church?   Of course, but nothing that we 
could not face together in His name.  
  

Blessing on you all, Pastor Bob  

 
Session Digest: 
 

The Session met for its Stated May 
Meeting on the 24th in Hatcher Hall using 

Socially Distancing: 
 

Pastoral Concerns:  Kitty Baird, Sarah 
Bates, Shirley Cavender, Eural Clippard, 

Sousin Cottrell, Jared Crigger, Paul 
Cundiff, Agnes Davis, Colleen Dunford, 
Mimi Friedman, Nonia Gamble, Mary 

Gearhart, June Helton, Carola Hider, 
Maxine Manuel, John and Betty Matheny, 

David & Ida McElroy, Jack and Katherine 
Minton, Bill Pollard, Bobby Pulliam, Nancy 

Scott, Louella Williams, Millie Wilson & 
family. 
 

Motions Approved by the Session: 
 

1 – The Session approved for the summer 
to continue meeting for Sunday Worship 

at 10AM.  
2 – The Session approved that at least for 

June, Church Services will be conducted 
in the Sanctuary and to continue the 
Drive-in Service in the parking lot.  Some 

members and visitors have expressed a 
preference to worship in their cars for 

now. 
2 – The Session approved that Holy 
Communion will be observed on June 7th.  

Individual packets containing juice and a 
wafer will be distributed as worshippers 
arrive. 

3 – The Session approved that the Worship 
Committee will develop guidelines for Safe 

Worshipping within the Sanctuary.  
Information will be distributed prior to the 
June 7th Service. 

4 - The Session thanks Ron & Sandy 
Blevins for their wonderful gift of carpeting 
for the Sanctuary and Nursery.  We 

appreciate their generosity for beautifying 
our place of worship in God’s house. 

5 – The Session approved assigning the 
management of the Adrienne Hand 
Memorial Garden to the Property 

Committee.  The current Garden 
Committee has requested that other 

members and visitors be solicited to assist 
with routinely maintaining the grounds.  
We appreciate those members of the 

Garden Committee who have served for 
many years. 
6 – The Session approved that Jane Lacy 

will be the “Ambassador” for our 
congregation to the Presbyterian 

Children’s Home in their Ambassador 
Program for the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic.  
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She volunteered and was approved by 
unanimous consent. 
 

Events: Summary 

Sunday Services will be conducted weekly 
at 10AM each week both in the Sanctuary 

and in the Barnes Funeral Home Parking 
Lot next to our Building, weather 
permitting.   

Sunday School will restart with Rally Day 
in September. 

Sanctuary Choir and Bell Choir will not 
officially restart until fall. 
The Nursery will not be available for now. 

The Cove Service is tentatively scheduled 
for June scheduled for June 21st.   
June 28 – Stated Session Meeting 
 

Pastor Nominating Committee Update: 
The PNC continues to review resumes for 
our next Minister and has begun to have 

Social Distanced Meetings, again.  We 
realize that possible candidates may still 
be reluctant to leave their Churches 

during the health crisis.  Please continue 
to pray for the Lord’s guidance in the work 

of the PNC. 
 

Submitted for the Session by Jim 
Gearhart, Clerk of Session 

* * * * * * 

Minute for Music 
As many of you know we are hoping to 

resume Sunday services in the sanctuary 
on June 7. One brilliant idea is to 
continue to have the speakers in the 

parking lot so those who do not feel 
comfortable entering the church for health 
reasons can also be a part of the service 

from their car. Our congregation has a 
choice. 

 
Sadly, the chancel nor bell choirs will be 
able to bring music to the services due to 

the close proximity that is necessary to 
sing as a group or play bells. Bob and I 
are trying to find ways to "keep the music 

playing". We plan to feature various 
hymns and the background involved in 

bringing the hymn to fruition. We may 
have solos or a quartet from time to time.  

I am asking any of you to please call me if 
you have a particular hymn request and I 

will make certain to incorporate it into a 
service.  
 

It is unclear about congregational singing 
when we do resume services in the 

sanctuary. Hopefully we will know more 
after the Session meets. For certain there 

will be some changes to how we conduct 
services, 
 

To paraphrase Robert Morgan, hymns 
permeate our souls with the timeless 

veracities of Scripture. They help us praise 
God and enable us to pray. Hymns give us 

a way of talking to ourselves and they 
connect us with generations now gone. 
Morgan points out that there is nothing 

wrong with new praise music. However, we 
should not forget the old ones. "It's the 
sturdy old hymns of the faith that 

strengthen and steady me when I am 
weary and worn." 
 

Stay safe, 

Becky  
* * * * * * 

 

Join the Book Study Group: 
 

Beginning in June, Rev. Button will led an 
on-line study of Frederick Buechner’s 

book, A CRAZY, HOLY GRACE: The 
Healing Power of Pain and Memory.  Each 
month we will hold a Zoom meeting where 

we can review and respond to each 
chapter of the book.  Here is a short 

sampling from the Forward to the book:    
It seems that pain and death are on the 
rise, lurking in the shadows, waiting to 
pounce, ready or not.  Our lives are filled 
with freak accidents, cancer, and the 
steady decay of time.  Stories of destruction 
and pain come at us from everywhere – our 
news, TV shows, movies, and social media 
sites- because fear and death seem to sell 
even more than sex.  Under such a barrage 
of tragedy, hope can seem a flimsy comfort 
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or, at best, a hole in the ground you can 
stick your head into, like an ostrich.  Is it 
real? Is God really there?  Or are we just 
fooling ourselves in order to cope? 
Buechner’s book leads us through a 
process of dealing with some of the 
difficult aspect of life (and death).   Always 

within the context of God’s Crazy, Holy 
Grace.  As anyone who has lived through 
the loss of their life’s partner can tell you, 

“if it were not for the Grace of God, who 
knows where I would be today”. 

So, I invite you to sign up for this study.   
I have eight books in hand.  If we need 
more we can order them.  Husbands and 

wives can read out of the same book.  I 
encourage each participant to get a small 

notebook and keep notes on each chapter 
as they read, so that when we gather 
together via Zoom, you will have great 

input and deep questions for the whole 
group.    Call the Church Office to reserve 
your copy now!   Our first gathering will be 

the last week of June.  I am looking 
forward to seeing you on line.  Pastor Bob  

* * * * * * 
 
Worshiping Outside the Covid-19 Box: 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Drive-in Church was held for the first time 
on Sunday, April 26.  It was a breezy 55 

degrees but we had 49 parishioners come 
to join us at 10:00 a.m. in the parking lot.  
Smiling faces and hand waving was the 

norm for that morning.  It filled our hearts 
to be together again even though 

physically separated by cars.  On May 3, a 
gorgeous 68 degree morning brought even 
more of the fold back together.  We had 61 

people in attendance.  We just loved 
seeing each other! 

* * * * * * 

 
Presbyterian Women:  No meeting this 

month!  Please read Lesson 9 “Words of 
Love:  Don’t fixate on What You Don’t 
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Have.”  Examining the meaning of “to 
covet” and to identify the ways greed and 

predatory desire affect our lives and 
communities. 

* * * * * * 

5 Cents a Meal: 

Please remember the 5 cents a meal 
offering on June 21. You may bring it to 
the church, or mail it in with your pledge.  

Please make a separate check as it goes to 
another bank account.  Thank you!   

* * * * * * 

Thank you!   
Thank you to Ron and Sandy Blevins for 

the gift of new carpeting in the Church 
Sanctuary and the Children’s 

Nursery.  This generous gift was made in 
memory of their daughter, Tina, and in 
honor of their daughter Audra.  Tina and 

Audra were both active members of our 
Youth Group.  The carpet in both locations 
is beautiful and will be enjoyed by 

Wytheville Presbyterian Church members 
for years to come. 

* * * * * * 
 
Stewardship Message: 

Luke 2:40 “The Child continued to grow 
and become strong, increasing in wisdom; 

and the grace of God was upon Him”  
 

As I am sure many of you reading this are 
aware, becoming a parent has brought 
with it a whole new realm of rational, and 

often irrational thoughts. The verse above 
is just one that has come to my own mind 

over and over these past eight months. 
 

Though every parent generally does their 
best to nurture their child, I have found 
myself wondering about what my little one 

will be like as he grows:  Will he grow 
strong in mind and body as the passage 

above reflects about Jesus? Will he grow 
in his own faith? Will he seek others 
guidance to help him in his faith journey? 

How can I teach him about faith when we 
all struggle every day in our own walks of 

life.   What if his knowledge and faith 
surpass my own! Can I just change a 

diaper and stop thinking about it? 
 

But then I remember, we are not alone in 
our journeys. No! We are many!  We have 
a HUGE network called Wytheville 

Presbyterian Church, full of caring, giving 
and nurturing individuals that come 

together day in and day out to accomplish 
what to one person alone would be 
insurmountable tasks. Hundreds of 

people, often thanklessly working 
tirelessly to make sure our doors will open 
again soon, using their hands and words 

to make sure the foundation of the 
church, literally and spiritually, remains 

strong, and most of all, making sure that 
our faith stays strong. Through our eyes, 
hands and our hearts. 
 

So as I put Connor to bed tonight thinking 

about what to write about, I instantly 
remembered A Bible Study 15+ years ago, 

with Dr. Sproule and Brian. Dr. Sproule 
was trying to teach Brian and I a lesson 
about who we are, by hammering it into 

our brains, by asking us the same 
question, for over an hour, seeking a 
satisfactory answer (to no avail of course!) 

and finally answering for our 
benefit:  “Who are you?”:  “We are children 

of God”; “you are a child of God. As are 
you, and you, and you!”  
 

Through all of us working together as 
children of God to see with our eyes God’s 

creation all around us, and using our 
hands to make the best use of all our 

resources, and opening our hearts to each 
other and to Gods love - we are in good 
hands indeed.  God Bless this 

congregation, and our future generations, 
and may they grow stronger in body and 

mind, as did Jesus.   
 

Ethan Lavallee 
Stewardship Committee 

 

* * * * * * 
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Newsletter & Office Information:   

Information for the July newsletter needs 
to be in the church office by Wednesday, 

June 24. 

* * * * * * 

 

Pentecost Offering: 

On Pentecost Sunday, May 31, we 

celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the 
church’s birthday.  The Holy Spirit stays 
with us always.  The foundation of faith 

established during youth helps instill in 
us a lifelong faith.  The Pentecost Offering 

is used to help those children who are 
risk.  40% stays in our community for this 
use.  Please send a separate check for this 

offering!  Thank you! 

* * * * * * 

Cove Service: 

The Cove Service will begin on Sunday, 

June 21, at 7:30 p.m.  It will be outside 
the old brick church, so bring lawn 
chairs.  We will be safe distancing.  If you 

need directions, please call the church 
office. 

* * * * * * 

Flowers Needed:   

If you would like to place flowers in the 
church sanctuary or share flowers from 
your yard, please contact Nancy Crockett 

at 228-4050. You can sign up for a 
Sunday or just let Nancy know when you 

have flowers in bloom. Thank you for your 
help. 

* * * * * * 

 

 

 

Graduates: 

Cade Ashton Ritter graduated from St. 
John’s Preschool in May.  He will begin 

kindergarten in the fall. 
 
James Ritter graduated from Radford 

University with a Masters of Business 
Administration in May. 
 

Eli Dunford graduated from Wytheville 
Community College in December 2019 

with an Associate’s Degree in Business 
and is attending Radford University. 
 

Allison Dunford graduated from Wytheville 
Community College in May 2020 with a 

Certificate in Health Science and she will 
be attending WCC’s nursing program in 
the fall. 

 
June Claire Morrison graduated from 5th 
grade and will be attending Scott Memorial 

in the fall. 
 

Congratulations Graduates! 
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