
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk: 

From the Pastor’s Desk:   October, 2020 

Well, the time has come for me to go.  It has been a 

wonderful 16 months.  You have been most generous to me 
and have made me feel like a “real” pastor.  Little did we 

know in July of 2019 what would transpire with regard to 
the Pandemic.  We have weathered the storm together; 
altered our procedures; changed our ways; strengthened 

our faith…..together.  A little bit of my heart will always 
reside at 285 Church Street.  And I will always carry a bit of 
285 Church Street in my heart.  At this moment I cannot 

tell you where God will call me to serve Him next.  There are 
lots of possibilities and I am sure that God has a place for 

me.   

Wytheville Presbyterian Church is opening up a new 
chapter of its life of service to God’s Kingdom.  John 

Langford will come to know you and love you just as I have.  
My prayers will be for a successful ministry for John here in 

Wytheville.  On November 1st he becomes your pastor.  He 
will marry and bury you.  He will come to your house and 
sit in your parlor.  He will laugh with you and, yes, cry with 

you.  Bob Button will be a dim memory from the past.  That 
is how it should be.  God calls us to a particular place for a 
particular ministry and when that is over, we move on.  I 

learned a long time ago that it is not a matter of me, but of 
God. 

Some of you have blessed me with your gifts and talents:  
sewed up my shirts when I popped the buttons; shared the 
vegetables from your garden; allowed me to watch The 

Debates on their TV (with popcorn); given me SBD cream for 
my arthritic hands; honey for my bread; a fresh loaf of 

bread (or two); gone visiting with me; listened to my stories; 
sent me funny emails; the list goes on.  All I can say is 
thanks for allowing me to be me.  And thanks for you being 

you. 

May God bless you all and keep you in the palm of his 

hand.   Amen.   
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Office Hours:  
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* * * * * * 
Session Digest: 
 

The Session met for its Stated September 

Meeting was held on the 27th in Hatcher 
Hall using Socially Distancing: 

 
Pastoral Concerns:  Kitty Baird, Sarah 
Bates, Kelsey & Chris Baugher, Shirley & 

Joe Cavender, Ruth Anne Chitwood, Eural 
Clippard, Jared Crigger, Gabe, Megan, & 

Hayden Ellis DiYorio, Colleen Dunford, 
Delores Durham, Mimi Friedman, Nonia 
Gamble, June Helton, Carola Hider & 

Brent Hider, Art & Betty Inman, John and 
Betty Matheny, David & Ida McElroy, 
Katherine Minton, Susan & Bill Pollard, 

Nancy Scott, Roger Shepherd, Dana 
Smith, Louella Williams, Millie Wilson. 

 
Motions Approved by the Session: 
  

1 – The Session approved that through 
October, Church Services will continue to 
be conducted at 10AM in the Sanctuary. 

The Drive-in Service option will continue 
as well in the parking lot.  Starting in 

October, a Nursery will be provided.  The 
Choir will begin providing hymn support 
during worship.  Session will continue to 

review worship plans at it October Meeting 
going forward.  

2 – The Session approved giving the 
desktop computer in his office to Pastor 
Bob in appreciation for his service to our 

Church for the last 16 months.  He has 
sermons and other correspondence on the 
hard drive. 

3 – The Session approved calling for a 
Congregational Meeting on November 22, 

2020 following worship for the purpose of 
the Nominating Committee presenting its 
slate of Elder candidates for the Class of 

2023. 
4 - The Session approved the schedule for 

the 2020 Fall Stewardship Campaign 
beginning with a Stewardship Moment on 
October 11, 2020 and culminating with 

Stewardship Commitment Sunday on 
November 15, 2020.  The 2020 Theme is 

“Using Our Eyes, Our Hands, and Our 
Hearts to show our Christian Faith.  

 
Events: Summary 

October 4, 2020 – World Communion 
Sunday 
October 18, 2020 – Cove Service only if 

weather conditions will permit 
October 25, 2020 – Session Meeting for 
October 

October 31, 2020 - Halloween 
 

Submitted for the Session by Jim 
Gearhart, Clerk of Session 

* * * * * * 

Prayer before the Board of Supervisors:   

Wytheville, VA September 22, 2020 
Rev. Robert E. Button, Interim Pastor, 

Wytheville Presbyterian Church 
 

A moment of personal privilege:   
Member of the Board of Supervisors, I 
have been living among you here in 

Wytheville for 15 months.  It has been my 
distinct pleasure to have enjoyed this 

community those 15 months and only 
regret that my time is coming to an end.  
Wytheville Presbyterian Church has called 

a new pastor and I commend him to you 
as a man who will serve this community 

well.  I have made some good friends 
during my time here, both in the church 
and in the community at large.  I move on 

taking the warmth and beauty of this little 
slice of God’s creation with me.  And I 
thank God for bringing me here to 

Wytheville. 
   

Let us Pray:  Eternal God, we give you 
thanks for the community in which we 
live.  You have called us to be your people 

and blessed us with a land flowing with 
milk and honey.  Sometimes, Lord, we 
forget that our call is to be a servant 

people as we lead this community.  We get 
so embroiled in rules and regulations that 

we forget the fundamental issues of 
community building:  Love, Peace and 
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Hope.   We all too often allow our personal 
implicit biases to surface in our 

deliberations to the detriment of the public 
good.  Forgive us when this happens and 

teach us to recognize our biases so that 
we can learn how to alter and change 
them.  

Lord, you have called this board aside 
from the mundane things of life to 
consider issues that really matter to their 

constituents.  Give them the wisdom of 
Solomon, the insight of Joseph and the 

persistence of Moses as they lead the 
people.  Let all debate be civil, all 
decisions just, and all resulting actions 

beneficial to the whole community.   
Remind us all that You, O Lord, have 

raised up civil authorities for the 
betterment of the community and that we, 
as citizens must constantly seek to follow 

those whom you have place in authority, 
even while we, at times,  disagree.  Teach 
us how to disagree with each other 

without painting ourselves into the 
corners of bitterness and resentment.   

And now, Almighty God, bless the 
transactions of this meeting, for we know 
that ultimately Your Will shall be done, 

and your kingdom shall prevail.  We pray 
in Your Name.  Amen.   

* * * * * * 

World Communion:   
World Communion will be celebrated on 

Sunday, October 4 with believers around 
the world.  You will pick up the Sacrament 
as you come into the church or into the 

parking lot.   We will celebrate together 
during the service.   

* * * * * * 

Peace and Global Witnessing: 

On Sunday, October 4 we will receive the 
Peacemaking Offering.    By giving to this 

offering we share Christ’s peace with one 
another, beyond our doors, beyond our 
community and across boundaries.  

Together we are building God’s house 
where everyone is welcome.  25% of this 

Offering stays within the community, 25% 
will go to the Mid-Atlantic Synod and 50% 

goes to the General Assembly to be shared 
around the world. 

* * * * * * 

 
Presbyterian Women’s Meeting: 
PW Circle 1 will meet on Monday, October 

5 at 11:00 a.m. in Hatcher Hall.  Social 
Distancing will be practiced.   

Circle 3 will meet that evening at 7:00 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  We will also 
be practicing social distancing. 

Pastor Bob will do the first lesson in the 
book, Into the Light for both circles. Lesson 

One “The Heart of Lament” discusses the 
perceived absence of God in our lives.  
 

* * * * * * 

5 Cents a Meal:  

Please remember the 5 cents a meal 
offering on October 18. You may bring it to 
the church, or mail it in with your pledge.  

Please make a separate check as it goes to 
another bank account.  

* * * * * * 
 

Cove Service: 

We really appreciate those who have 

supported our outdoor services at the 
Cove during this very difficult summer. As 
the days get shorter and colder, we do not 

anticipate being able to continue these 
services this year. If weather and virus 

conditions make further services 
possible, we will notify the 
congregation at that time. 

* * * * * * 
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Newsletter & Office Information:   

Information for the November newsletter 

needs to be in the church office by 
Tuesday, October 21. 

* * * * * * 

 
Stewardship Message: 

On some days every one of us knows how 
hard it is to be cheerful.  We will all 
remember 2020 as a year of more pain 

then joy, more sadness than happiness.  A 
lot of people lost their lives. 
 

Sometimes as the demands of the world 

increase and our energy sags we feel less 
like “cheering up” and more like “tearing 
up.”  But even on our darkest hours we 

can turn to God and he will give us 
comfort.  Christ promises us lives of 

abundance and joy.  He does not force his 
joy upon us.  We must claim his joy for 
ourselves, and when we do, Jesus, in turn 

fills our spirits with his power and love.  
How can we receive from Christ the joy 
that is ours?  By giving him what is 

rightfully his our hearts and our souls.  
We make our financial support to support 

our church and all of the programs giving.  
Pray for your commitment for 2021. 
I also want to thank everyone for the 

cards, phone calls and concerns about my 
health.  Hopefully, I will have some 

answers the 3rd of October.  I believe in the 
Power of Prayer.  May God bless all of you! 
 

Shirley Cavendar 

Stewardship Committee 

* * * * * * 
 

Gideon Sunday: 
Each year we celebrate in August with 

Gideon International and their work of 
distributing Bibles and New Testaments.  
With the Covid19, there will be no speaker 

to present their ministry, however, if you 
wish to give to the Gideons, please place a 
check in the offering plate and be sure to 

designate that it is for the Gideon.  We will 
be receiving donations until October 1. 
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