
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Greetings Members and Friends,  

As we enter into the month of April, we realize that in many 
ways this is a month full of mixed emotions. As we remember 
the story of Holy Week and the Resurrection, on the one hand 
we struggle to come to grips with the pain and suffering our 
Lord endured in order to secure our redemption.   On the other 
hand, we glory in the hope of his resurrection and celebrate this 
event as a demonstration of our eternal hope and victory over 
sin and death.    
 
However, in order to truly appreciate the victory and the hope 
that we have, we must never gloss over the difficult reality of 
the price that Christ paid for our sins and the life he endured as 
he came into this world as a human being.  
 
To think that the God of the universe made himself human for 
the sole purpose of being mocked, ridiculed, abused and 
crucified for our sake is a sobering reality that we often choose 
to hide in the back corner of our minds.   
 
However, we need to remember it so that it may inspire us to 
strive to honor him and serve him as he chose to serve us.  
 
We need to remember it so when we are asked to suffer or 
endure humiliation or to be inconvenienced for the cause of 
Christ, we will remember that we are not being asked to 
anything more than what our Lord agreed to do for us.  
 
Grace & Peace,    
Pastor John  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presby 
  April 2021 

Wytheville Presbyterian Church  
285 Church Street 

Wytheville, VA 24382 

Phone: (276)228-4715 
Email: 

wpchurch@embarqmail.com 

wythevillepresbyterianchurch.org 

Office Hours:  
Monday - Friday 
9:00am - 2:00pm 

    Rev. Dr. John Langham, Pastor 
    Jim Gearhart, Clerk of Session 
    Becky Absher, Music Director 
   Wendy Morrison, Office Mgr. 
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Session Digest: 
The Session met for its Stated March 

Meeting on the 28th in Hatcher Hall using 
Social Distancing: 

 
Pastoral Concerns: Ruth Absher, Kitty 
Baird, Joann Cannoy, Shirley & Joe 

Cavender, Ruth Anne Chitwood, Eural 
Clippard, Karen Cundiff, Colleen Dunford, 
Delores Durham, Mimi Friedman, June 

Helton, Carola Hider & Brent Hider, the 
family of Mary Huff, Art & Betty Inman, 

John & Betty Matheny, Charlie & Janine 
Madden, David & Ida McElroy, Katherine 
Minton, Susan & Bill Pollard, Dorothy 

Repass, Nancy Scott, Roger Shepherd, 
Dana Smith, Louella Williams, Millie 

Wilson. 
  
Continuing Pandemic Conditions and 

Restrictions - The Session consensus is 
that as long the Pandemic conditions and 
restrictions continue, the Sunday       

Morning Church Service will be conducted 
at 10AM.   There will be a nursery 

provided. 
       There will continue to be 3 Options 
for Sunday worship where congregants 

can choose to be where they are most 
comfortable.   
       A -The First option will be to worship 

in the Sanctuary using Social Distancing 
in seating. Face Masks are to be worn 

entering and leaving.  Congregants can 
wear them throughout the service as well. 
       B -The Second option is for Worship 

in Hatcher Hall for those who want to 
worship inside but are not comfortable in 

the Sanctuary and do not want to have 
singing. 
       C -The Third Option is what is being 

called “The Drive-in Service” in the 
parking lot or on the street around the 
building where worshippers participate in 

the Service as they listen to the Radio               
Station FM-106.1.  As information, the 

range of receiving the channel is about a 
mile. 

        - The Choir will provide a hymn 
leader during worship.   

        - A gentle reminder will be in the 
bulletin that those attending in the 

building are to wear their facemasks and 
to socially distance as they enter and part 
through the narthex and Hatcher Hall 

entrance.  We want to protect one another 
and ourselves while we are blessed to be           
able to gather in person. 

         - Session will continue to review 
worship plans at the monthly Stated 

Meetings. 
 
Motions Approved by the Session: 

1 - The Session approved the resumption 
of the Bell Choir in May.  

2 – The Session accepted the Monthly 
Report from the Finance Committee       
3 – The Session received with its thanks 

and appreciation the annual Trustees 
Report. 
4 - The Session approved with regret the 

request for a letter of transfer of 
membership for Genie Ford to the Sharon 

Community Presbyterian Church in Moon 
Township, PA.  We wish Bruce and Genie           
every happiness in their new location. 

5 - The Session approved the use of the 
Sanctuary on June 19, 2021 at 4:00PM by 
Albert Newberry to perform his Classical 

Senior Recital.  The Concert will be open 
to the public but held in compliance with 

Covid Guidelines and Restrictions.  
Everyone is welcome to come enjoy and 
support Albert. 

 
February Events: Summary 

April 1, 2021 - Maundy Thursday Worship 
Service with Communion.  7PM 
April 2, 2021 - Good Friday 

April 4, 2021 - Easter Sunday 6:30AM - 
Sunrise Service in the Memorial Garden  
7:15AM - Hatcher Hall A light breakfast 

provided following worship 
10:00AM - Easter Worship Service 

11:00AM - Easter egg hunt following 
worship 
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April 8, 2021 - Abingdon Presbytery 
Meeting 9:30AM via Zoom 

April 25, 2021 - Stated Session Meeting 
 
Submitted for the Session by Jim Gearhart, Clerk 
of Session 

* * * * * * 

Easter Schedule: 
Maundy Thursday will be held at 7:00 
p.m. on April 1 with Communion. 

Easter Sunrise Service will be held at 6:30 
a.m. in the Memorial Garden in front of 
the church with a light breakfast to follow. 

Easter Worship Service will be held at 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 
 

Presbyterian Women’s Meeting: 

PW Circle 1 will not meet.  
PW Circle 3 will meet Monday, April 5 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  We will 

be practicing social distancing. 
We will be studying the Seventh & Eighth 

lessons in the book, Into the Light.  

* * * * * * 

5 Cents a Meal:  

Please remember the 5 cents a meal 
offering on April 18. You may bring it to 

the church, or mail it in with your pledge.  
Please make a separate check.  

* * * * * * 
Cove Service: 
The Cove Service will not be held in April 

but will begin May 16 at 7:30 p.m.  Please 
bring your lawn chairs and a sweater.  We 

will be gathering on the lawn.  Plan to 
social distance. 

* * * * * * 
 

Newsletter & Office Information:   

Information for the May newsletter needs 
to be in the church office by Wednesday,  

April 21. 

* * * * * * 
 

 
 

Stewardship Message:   
(Psalm 24 1:1) 

The earth belongs to God. Everything in all 
the world is his.   
 

Now that we’ve acknowledged that: “What 

would God have me do with all of this?” 
 

Stewardship is a spiritual practice that 
allows us to live out the belief that all we 
have and all we are belongs to God. 

Stewardship is our gifts of time, 
relationship, worship, thanksgiving, 

prayer, service and material possessions. 
It is a way of living that includes giving. 
The Bible tells us that what we do with 

our gifts impacts our faith. Stewardship 
goes beyond the church and connects 

everything we do with what God is doing 
in the world.  
 

(1st Peter 4:10) 
              God has given each of us special 

gifts, use them to help each other and 
serve one another, passing on Gods many 
kinds of blessings.  
 

(Luke 12:42) 
            Who then is the faithful and wise 
Steward ? 
 

Stewardship Committee (Gail) 

* * * * * * 

Mission Project:    
Our Church has been participating in a 

community project focused on providing 
nutritious food boxes to people in our 
community who may need assistance with 

accessing food during this time of isolation 
and health concerns. St. Paul United 
Methodist Church and the Open-Door 

Café were recently awarded a grant from 
Appalachian Harvest to distribute 240 

food boxes a week for 10 weeks to people 
in our community, particularly to seniors 
and shut-ins. Each box contains a variety 

of foods that could provide meals for 
several days. Thank you to our volunteers 

who have been faithfully delivering the 
boxes. This project will be ending in the 
next week.  
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