
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings Members and Friends, 
 
As we continue to enjoy our summer this year, many of us have 
already had our vacations, whereas others are still looking forward 
to taking them.  Over the years, some have vacationed in places as 
far away as Hawaii or even Alaska, whereas others have always 
chosen to vacation closer to home. Some people enjoy the beach, 
whereas others enjoy the mountains. Some enjoy seeing a lot and 
doing a lot, while others enjoy doing very little. Some spend a great 
deal of money on vacations, others, not so much.   
 
In fact, a new trend is to have what is called a “staycation.”  This is 
a scenario where people take time off from work, but don’t travel 
anywhere.  
 
In essence, we all have our own idea of what kind of vacation we 
want and what makes a vacation a vacation.  
 
However, whoever we are, we all seem to understand the need for 
breaks in life and the importance of rest.  We understand the 
benefits rest has for our physical health as well as our mental well-
being. We also understand that living without rest is unsustainable.  
 
God knew this as well and this is why we are given the gift of rest.  
Jesus knows this also and this is why he ultimately invites us to rest 
in him.  
 
In Matthew 11:28, Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 
 
As mentioned, there is a whole host of ways and a whole host of 
places to find rest. However, may we always remember that the 
ultimate place of rest is in our Savior, who offers us a level of rest 
that cannot be found anywhere else. 

 
Grace & Peace, Pastor John  
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Session Digest: 
The Session met for its Stated July 

Meeting on the 25th in the Session Room: 
 

Pastoral Concerns: Ruth Absher, Kitty 
Baird, Juanita Ball, Joann Cannoy, 

Shirley & Joe Cavender, Ruth Anne 
Chitwood, Eural Clippard, Kevin Craft, 
Hayden Cundiff, Colleen Dunford, Delores 

Durham, Mimi Friedman, June Helton, 
Carola Hider & Brent Hider, Art & Betty 

Inman, Darlene Litton, Janine Madden, 
John Matheny, David & Ida McElroy, 
Susan & Bill Pollard, Dorothy Repass, 

Nancy Scott, Roger Shepherd, the family of 
Martha Thompson, Michael & Rachel 
Weller, Ernest Williams, Jr., Louella 

Williams, Millie Wilson. 
 

Motions Approved by the Session: 
1 -   The Session approved that with the 

current COVID conditions remaining 
stable, that WPC move toward a normal 
operation following Rally Day, September 

12, 2021.  Specifically, but not limited to: 
• Resuming Sunday School at 

9:45AM; Fellowship from 10:30-
11:00; Worship from 11:00-12:00.  
The Service will continue to be 

broadcast to those in the parking 
lot, and Hatcher Hall will still be 
available. 

• Return to using usual Communion 
elements and procedures. 

• Resume Children’s Church during 
the Worship hour. 

• Resume the Choirs. 

• Returning attendance pads to the 
pews. 

2 –  The Session accepted the Monthly 
Report from the Finance Committee       
3 –  The Session approved that Abingdon 

Presbytery be contacted to offer the use of 
our Church for their Stated Meeting on 
November 11, 2021. 

4 -   The Session approved with regret the 
request from Andy Cundiff to resign from 

the Session as of the July Meeting.  We 
sincerely appreciate Andy and Margaret’s 
long and faithful service to our Church, 

and we wish them every happiness in their 
new home. 
 

August Events: Summary 

August 6, 2021 - Life Line Screening - 
Hatcher Hall, 8A-5P 

August 8, 2021 - Concert in the 
Sanctuary, 7P, featuring Albert Newberry 
supported by other musicians 

August 15, 2021 - Cove Service 
August 21, 2021 - End of Summer Church 

Picnic, Elizabeth Brown Park 
August 22, 2021 - Stated Session Meeting 
 

Submitted for the Session by Jim 
Gearhart, Clerk of Session 
 

* * * * * * 

Coffee Klatsch: 
August 1 in Hatcher Hall, after the service. 

Come on over, enjoy a cup of coffee, hot or 
cold tea, some goodies and visit. Let’s 
socialize for a while. 

* * * * * * 
Men of the Church: 
The Men of the Church will be meeting on 

Tuesday, August 10 at 6:30 p.m.  Please 
bring a meat to grill.  Salad, potatoes, 

drinks and dessert will be provided.  
Please bring a few dollars to donate 
towards these.  Please let Pastor John or 

the church office know if you are planning 
to attend. 

* * * * * * 

5 Cents a Meal:  

Please remember the 5 cents a meal 
offering on August 15. You may bring it to 
the church, or mail it in with your pledge.  

Please make a separate check.  
* * * * * * 

 

 Cove Service: 

The Cove Service will be held on Sunday, 
August 15 at 7:30 p.m.  Please bring your 

lawn chairs.  We will be gathering on the 
lawn.  Plan to social distance. 

* * * * * * 
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Newsletter & Office Information:   

Information for the September newsletter 

needs to be in the church office by 
Wednesday, August 25. 

* * * * * * 

Stewardship Message:   
There are many problems in this world for 

which we look for solutions.  Sometimes 
we find one, and sometimes we just 
cannot.  Many times we look for answers 

in the wrong places.  As Christians, we 
need to look to our Bible for help. 

 
The following are some problems we all 
face and a Bible verse where we might find 

an answer. 
 
Depression:  Psalm 30:5 – His anger lasts 

for a moment, but his favor lasts a 
lifetime.  Weeping may go on all night, but 

joy comes with the morning. 
 
Loneliness:  John 14:18 – No, I will not 

abandon you as orphans—I will come to 
you. 

 
Dissatisfaction:  2 Corinthians 9:8 – And 
God will generously provide all you need.  

Then you will always have everything you 
need and plenty left over to share with 
others. 

 
Trouble:  Psalm 138:7 – Though I am 

surrounded by troubles, you will preserve 
me against the anger of my enemies.  Your 
power will save me. 

 
Physical sickness:  Jeremiah 30:17 – I will 

give you back your health and heal your 
wounds, says the Lord. 
 
Bill Pollard, Stewardship Committee 
 

What is the biblical meaning of 

stewardship?  A theological belief that we 
are responsible for the world and should 
take care of and look after it. 
 

Whenever we hear the word “steward” one 
might think of an airline steward or 

stewardess or a ship steward.  They work 
for the owners of the airline or ship. 
 

What is a good steward for God?  A good 

biblical steward is always mindful that he 
or she works for God. 
 

In Jewish and Christian traditions 
stewardship refers to the way times, 

talents, material possessions or wealth are 
used or given for the service of God. 
 

The earth belongs to God.  Everything in 

all the world is his. 
 

The most precious thing we steward as 
God’s servants in his kingdom. 
 

* * * * * * 
 

Church Picnic:    

The Church Picnic will be held on 
Saturday, August 21 from 5:00 – 7:00 

p.m. at Elizabeth Brown Park Shelter.  
Please bring your lawn chairs and a 
covered side dish or dessert.  Hamburger 

and hot dogs, drinks and paper products 
will be provided.  Plan to stay and 

fellowship. 
* * * * * * 

 

 
Life Line Screening: 

Life Line Screening will be held in Hatcher 
Hall on Friday, August 6 from 8:00 – 6:00 

p.m.  Please call the toll free number to 
sign up and be sure to tell them you are a 
member of the Wytheville Presbyterian 

Church.  Time periods are limited so 
please call early! 

* * * * * * 
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Free Books: 

There are books that are being offered free 
to the congregation in Hatcher Hall on two 
tables.  Any that you might be interested 

in, please take it.  The books will only be 
available for two weeks - August 10. After 

that they will be donated and will not be 
available any longer.  Please take the time 
if you are interested to look through them 

and take what you want. 
* * * * * * 

 

Book Ends Needed:   

The library has been cleaned and 
reorganized.  Book ends are needed for the 

shelves.  If you have spare book ends you 
would like to donate, please bring them to 
the church office or put them in the 

library.  Thank you! 
* * * * * * 

   

 
Concert to be Held: 

On August 8 at 7:00 p.m. we will be 
granted the pleasure of a concert by Albert 
Newberry in the Wytheville Presbyterian 

Church Sanctuary.  Albert is originally 
from Bland, VA, and has studied at the 

Mannes School of Music in New York.  He 
is an incredibly gifted pianist in any style 
of music.   

  
Playing with him:  Brian Mesko is a 

guitarist and bassist based in Roanoke, 
VA, where he works as a session player, 
performer, and guitar professor/ensemble 

director at both Southern Virginia 
University and University of Lynchburg. 
He has worked with many renowned jazz 

artists and can play just about any style of 
music.  

 

Willis Greenstreet is a multi-
instrumentalist based in Roanoke, Va. He 

can play the saxophone, clarinet, flute, 
and guitar and is incredibly proficient at 

all of them. He is a session player for 
many bands and teaches guitar and 
woodwind lessons throughout the 

Roanoke Valley. 
 
A love offering will be received! 
  



 5 

 


