
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings Members and Friends, 

As we enter into the month of September, this is the 

season of the year when things change and we see 

ourselves in a time of transition.  
 

More specifically, the Labor Day weekend, marks the end 

of summer and essentially the beginning of school and 

even the beginning of the Fall.   
 

In fact, Labor Day weekend itself, serves as the last 

opportunity to vacation before we return a more normal 

work season and school season. We even have Labor Day 

sales at many retail stores for those who want one last 

chance to save a little extra while spending a little extra.    
 

Again, this is a season when our lives change a bit and 

we move into a new phase or even a new season.  For 

some, this is a welcome change, for others, not so much.  

One positive way to look at change however, is to see it 

as an opportunity to grow and an opportunity to mature.  
 

Very much in the same way, as people of God, as we are 

called to change or be “transformed,” (Romans 12:1-2) 

this can be a scary thing and even a challenging thing, 

but the hope that we have is that as God calls us unto 

himself and into a new life, whatever changes God 

desires for us are good changes.  
 

Therefore, let look forward to the changes and 

transitions God has in store for us.   

 

Grace & Peace, Pastor John  

 
 
 

The Presby 
 September 2021 

Wytheville Presbyterian Church  
285 Church Street 

Wytheville, VA 24382 

Phone: (276)228-4715 
Email: 

wpchurch@embarqmail.com 

wythevillepresbyterianchurch.org 

Office Hours:  
Monday - Friday 
9:00am - 2:00pm 

    Rev. Dr. John Langham, Pastor 
    Jim Gearhart, Clerk of Session 
    Becky Absher, Music Director 
   Wendy Morrison, Office Mgr. 
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Session Digest: 
The Session met for its Stated August 

Meeting on the 22nd in the Session Room: 
 

Pastoral Concerns: Ruth Absher, Kitty 
Baird, Juanita Ball, Joann Cannoy, 

Shirley & Joe Cavender,  Ruth Anne 
Chitwood, Eural Clippard, Kevin Craft, 
Hayden Cundiff, Colleen Dunford, Delores 

Durham, Mimi Friedman, Mary Gearhart,  
June Helton, Carola Hider & Brent Hider, 

Art & Betty Inman, Darlene Litton, Janine 
Madden, John Matheny, David & Ida 
McElroy, Susan & Bill Pollard, Dorothy 

Repass, Nancy Scott, Roger Shepherd, the 
family of Martha Thompson, Michael & 
Rachel Weller, Ernest Williams, Jr., 

Louella Williams, Millie Wilson. 
 

Motions Approved by the Session: 
1 -   The Session approved that with the 

current COVID conditions, that WPC 
return a normal operation on Rally Day, 
September 12, 2021.  Specifically, but not 

limited to: 
• Resuming the Don Wysor Sunday 

School Class at 9:45AM; Fellowship 
from 10:30-11:00; Worship from 
11:00-12:00.  The Service will 

continue to be broadcast to those in 
the parking lot, and Hatcher Hall 
will still be available. 

• Return to using usual Communion 
elements and procedures. 

• Resume Children’s Church during 
the Worship hour.  Children’s 
Sunday school will be held on 

Sunday evenings 5:30 - 7:00 PM. 
• Resume the Adult & Bell Choirs. 

• Return attendance pads to the 
pews. 

• One Collection Plate will be brought 

forward during the singing of the 
Doxology.  Another Collection Plate 
will remain in the Narthex for 

offerings given when congregants 
leave after Church.  The Offering will 

also be collected as Drive-in 
Worshippers leave the parking lot. 

2 –  The Session accepted the Monthly 
Report from the Finance Committee       

3 –  The Session approved that Superior 
Paint Contractors perform pressure 

washing and painting to the Steeple area, 
cornices, and spires. 
4 -   The Session approved a Mission 

Committee motion to redirect $300 from 
their budget to the Presbyterian Disaster 
Relief for Haiti.  Those who want to 

contribute to this cause can send 
donations to the office with designation of 

PDA - Haiti. 
5 - The Session approved a motion from 
the Fellowship Committee to have a 

Covered Dish Luncheon on September 12, 
2021 immediately following Worship.  

Fried Chicken and beverages will be 
provided, and the congregation is 
requested to bring sides and dessert. 

6 - The Session approved the extension of 
the Contract with District 3 for 
Congregant Meals from October 1, 2021 to 

September 30, 2022.   
 

Communications: 
1 - Abingdon Presbytery has accepted our 

invitation to host their Stated Meeting on 
November 11, 2021.   
     Everyone is invited to attend this 

meeting in our Church. 
 

September Events: Summary 
September 6, 2021 - Labor Day - Office 

Closed 
September 12, 2021 - Rally Day 
September 19, 2021 - Stated Session 

Meeting (rescheduled from September 26) 
September 19, 2021 - Cove Service 

September 26, 2021 - Pastor John away.  
Martin Dotterweich, a professor from King 
University will fill the pulpit.   
                    

Submitted for the Session by Sarah 

Angliker, Acting Clerk of Session 
 

* * * * * * 
Church on Sunday, September 5 will be 

at 10:00 a.m. The change occurs 
September 12. 
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Rally Day Luncheon:  
There will be a covered dish luncheon held 
on Sunday, September 12 immediately 

following worship service.  Fried chicken 
and drinks will be provided.  Please bring 

a side dish or dessert to share.  It will be 
held in Hatcher Hall. 

* * * * * * 

Men of the Church:      
The Men of the Church will be meeting on 

Tuesday, September 14 at 6:30 p.m.  
Please bring a meat to grill.  Salad, 

potatoes, drinks and dessert will be 
provided.  Please bring a few dollars to 
donate towards these.  Please let Pastor 

John or the church office know if you are 
planning to attend. 

* * * * * * 

5 Cents a Meal:  
Please remember the 5 cents a meal 

offering on September 19. You may bring 
it to the church, or mail it in with your 

pledge.  Please make a separate check.  
* * * * * * 

 

 Cove Service: 

The Cove Service will be held on Sunday, 
September 19 at 7:30 p.m.  Please bring 
your lawn chairs.  We will be gathering on 

the lawn.  Plan to social distance. 
* * * * * * 

 

Newsletter & Office Information:   

Information for the October newsletter 
needs to be in the church office by 
Monday, September 27. 

* * * * * * 
 
 

 

Presbyterian Women: 
The Presbyterian Women will begin their 

Fall meetings on Monday, October 4.  
Circle 1 will meet at 11:00 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall and Circle 3 will meet at 
7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  We will 
be studying Lesson 1 in our new books 

“What My Grandmothers Taught Me.” 
 
Stewardship Message:   
 

What is the biblical meaning of 
stewardship?  A theological belief that we 
are responsible for the world and should 

take care of and look after it. 
 
Whenever we hear the word “steward” one 

might think of an airline steward or 
stewardess or a ship steward.  They work 

for the owners of the airline or ship. 
 
What is a good steward for God?  A good 

biblical steward is always mindful that he 
or she works for God. 
 

In Jewish and Christian traditions 
stewardship refers to the way times, 

talents, material possessions or wealth are 
used or given for the service of God. 
 

The earth belongs to God.  Everything in 
all the world is his. 

 
The most precious thing we steward as 
God’s servants in his kingdom. 
 

* * * * * * 

  
Mission Committee Update 

HAITI DISASTER RELIEF 
The session will be supporting the Haiti 
Disaster Relief with a check of $300.00.  

Personal contributions can be made 
directly on-line or can be made by writing 
a check to WPC with Haiti Relief written 

on the bottom.  The checks must be into 
the church by September 19 and will be 

sent to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
that week. 
Review: 
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Community Food Box Project – The 
project lasted 15 weeks, and 10 volunteers 

from WPC delivered 163 boxes of food to 
14 different households.  At the end of the 

project, families received information on 
Agape food distribution (prepared by 
Robert Kendrick). We continue our 

outreach to the households. Our hope is 
to let families know that we continue to 
think of them, and to see if they have 

needs where we may be able to be of 
assistance. 

Dinner for Food Box Families, 
Volunteers, and Mission Committee 
Members – July 20th - Families who 

received the food boxes were invited to 
Hatcher Hall to enjoy a BBQ dinner.  

Families could enjoy the meal at the 
church or opt for “take-out”.  Thank you 
to Vaughn Cassell for preparing the BBQ 

as well as the church members who 
provided desserts for the event. 
Adopt-A-Street – On July 14th, eight WPC 

members took the Adopt-A-Street training 
before going to pick up 15 bags of trash on 

Lone Ash Road.  Hal Absher made the 
event enjoyable by providing lunch for the 
group.  We will collect trash again this fall, 

and we hope to have even more 
volunteers. 
Young Life Camp Scholarship – One 

scholarship was provided by the church 
for a youth this summer. 

Emergency Assistance to a Family – The 
church assisted a family that provided 
shelter for part of the summer to four 

children of their extended family.  The 
family received bedding, clothing, and food 

for the additional children.   In addition, 
earlier in the summer, Ron Boone donated 
a refurbished lawn mower to the family. 

Wythe/Bland CarePortal – The SWVA 
Crossroads Coalition for Orphan and 
Foster Care invited WPC to join the 

National CarePortal (CarePortal.org) 
service in Wythe County, along with some 

other churches in the community.  The 
CarePortal is designed to give faith 
communities and businesses the 

opportunity to respond to needs of foster 
care children as well as the needs of 

children involved in family service 
caseloads.  Church participation is 

voluntary on each project presented.  
CarePortal “creates connections within 
Circles of Care around isolated children, 

by bringing together family, church and 
community to create a holistic, healthy 
approach to caring for kids. Because every 

child matters”. The CarePortal will 
“launch” this month. 

Home Repairs Projects – Three projects 
have been completed since April: two 
ramps and a repair to outdoor steps. 

UPCOMING PROJECTS: 
December – AngelTree.org - WPC 

registered to work with three families and 
a total of 10 children. 
January 2022 – School Supply Project – 

90 children will be assisted, 30 from each 
of the following elementary schools:  Max 
Meadows Elementary School, Sheffey 

Elementary School, and Speedwell 
Elementary School. 

Spring 2022 – The committee is 
discussing the possibility of hosting a very 
unique event at WPC this spring.  Stay 

Tuned for more information in the future! 
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